The Antient Manner of Eleci.ng Sheriffs of London and Middleſex, and other Officers ? 


A 


« 1” ly. at 


the Guild-Hall onthe 2.44 of June, offered to the Conſideration of all ſober Citizens, &c. 


SHERI1FE is an Officer of great Antiquity, high 
A Authority 2nd Trutt, having from the King tne 
Culiody and Government ot the whole County 
commicted to him. My Lord Coke upon Lit. (pag.168) 
{airh, that the Shertif bach rriplicem Cuſtodiam, viz. Vite 
Fuftitie, to ſerve Procets, and to retuin indifferent Juries 
{x the Trial of Mens Lives, Libercies, Lands and Guods : 
Pite Legs, to execute Proceis and make Execution, which 
is the Lite of the Law; and FYite Reipublice, to keep the 
Peace, &c. Hr is partly a Judicial, and partly a Minitterial 
Officer 3 and by the Stature 5 Eaw.s. cap.16. it is provided, 
that none may bargain or tell any Office, if the Office con- 
cern the Adminittration or Execution of Juſtice, By the 12 
Ri. 24. it is provided, that the Chancellor, Treaſurer, Keeper 
of Privy Seal, Lord Steward, King's Chamberlain, Clerk of 
the Rolls, Jattices of the Benches, Barons of the Exchequer, 
and all others, called to name and ordain Jultices of Peace, 
Sheriffs, &c. ſhall be (worn that they ſhall not make or or- 
dain any ſach for any Gift or Brocage, Favour or Aﬀection, 
&c. but that they make all ſuch Officers and Minilters of 
the belt and moſt lawful and ſuftcient Men in their Judg- 
ments: Thus carefully hath our Law provided for the free 
' and equal Adminiſiration and Execution of Juitice all over 
England. , : 

Now to come to the Antient Uſage and Practice of Elect. 
ing Sheriffs in London tor that City and the County of /1id- 
dleſex, Midſummer Day, on what Day of the Week (o- 
ever it fell, was uſed to be the Day for Electing two Sheriffs 
for the City of London and County of Middleſex, until Fune 
15. 1694. when it was by Common-Council enacted and 
provided, that whenfoever Midſummer Day ſhall happen to 
be on the Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday, that the 
Ele&ion ot Sheriffs, &c. {hall be on the next Day follow- 
ing. Accordingly the Lord-Mayor hath confiantly ſent out 
Precepts of Summons 3 the lafi of which follows in thele 


Words. 
By the MAYOR. 

To the Maſter and Wardens of the Company of 
Theſe are in his $Yaiefiy's fame to require you, that give notice 
tothe Livery of your Company that on $Pouvay next, being the 24th 
Infant, at Eight of the Clock in the Fozenoon, They aſſemble and 
come to the Guild-Hall in the uſual manner, there to elect Sheriffs and 
other Dfficers, cuſtomarily choſen on that Day. Dated this 2ath of June 
1695+ GOODFELLOW. 

The Maſter and Wardens, in Obedience to the Precepts 
from the Lord-Mayor, order their Beadles to deliver to the 
Livery-men of their reſpective Companies,in a printed Form, 


to the Purport following, viz. 


Sir, On Monday the 24th of June 1695. you are deſired, 

by the Maſter and Wardens if the Worſbipful Company of 

London, to meet at Guild-hall, at 9 of the Clock 

in the Morning, in your Livery-Gown, for the Eleti;on of 

Sheriffs, 8c. to ſerve the City of London for the Year en- 
ſuing. N. H, Beadle. 


When the ſeveral Liveries are met together in the Guild- 
Hall, the 24thof June : About 11 or 12 of the Clock the 
Hall is then uſually tull, containing about 3000 Perſons, be- 
fides great Numbers that ate in other Places near at hand, to 
Pall it occafion require. After 2 or 3 cries, : A Hall, a Hall, 
to give notice to the Lord-Mayor that the Aſſembly are rea- 
dy; The Mayor, Aldermen and Sheriffs come out of the 
Council-Chamber, with the City-Sword and Mace carried 
before them, and go to the Huſtings at the upper end of 
the Hall. When the Lord-Mayor 1s there ſeated in his Chair, 
and the Aldermen are alſo feated, the Sword laid down be- 
tore his Lordſhip, 4he Common. Crier of the City, with 
his Mace betore him, by order makes three loud O Tes's, 
and from an Ofticer dictating to him, goes on to this Pur- 
port, viz. Tou goed Men of the Liveries of this City, ſum- 
moned to apjear here this Day, for the Eleftjon of Sheriffs, 
and other Officers of this Cuty for the Year enſuing, draw 
near and attend to your Eleittion. God ſave the King, Then 
he further by order pronounces, with a loud Voice; All 
you that are not of the Livery, depart the Hall upon pain 
of Impriſonment, This done, the Recorder riſes from 
his Scat, and moves towards the Edg of the Huſtingsz and 
firſt turns about towards the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, 
and bows; and then towards the Livery-men, and bows 5 
then he makes an Eloquent and Learned Speech to them, of 
the great Privileges and high Trulis repoſed and yelted in 


them by many Kings and Parliaments, and particularly in 
allowing them the tree Choice of their Sheriff- 5 and lears 
nedly explains to them the high Authority, both Judicial 
and Minittcrial of that Antient Officer ; and exhorts them 
to take great Care to make choice of wile, honeſt, and able 
Men for that Office, which {o much concerns the Security; 
Peace and Safety of the City, their Lives, Liberties, Etiates 
and Poſterity : And iomerimes puts them in mind of the 
fatal Milchiets that have happened when bad Men have got 
into that Othce, After this the Lord-Miyor and Alder- 
men ric and go up t» the Council-Chamber, having the 
Sword carried before them, but not the Mace, it being pla- 
ced before the Common Crier on the middle of the HAu- 
ſings. Then the Sheriffs with the Common Serjeant, move 
to the edg of the Huſtings, where the Conimon Serjeant 
makes another Speech to the Livery-men, reminding them 
what the Recorder had already faid, and enlargeth thereon, 
to ſhew to them the great Privileges, high Trufts, excellent 
Liberties granted to thein, exhorting them to chuſe ho- 
neſt and able Men : And at latt delires them to give him the 
Names of fuch Perfons as they would have put up in Nomi- 
nation for the Vote of the Common- Hall tor Siteriffs, ec. 
When they have given the Names of ail the Perions they 
would have put in Nomination, the Common Serjeant ſaith, 
Gentlemen] will read to you the Names of the Perſons that you 
have put in nomination for Sheriffs. | henatrer he hath au- 
dibly read the fame, he faith, Gentlemen, Will you have a- 
ny more Perſons put in nomination for Sheriffs * |f they 
cry, No, no, the Common Crier, wi h his Mace before 
him, ſtanding near the Edg on the middle of the Huſtings, 
( three other Officers ſtanding on convenient Places along 
to the other End of the Hall, co take the Proclamation one 
from the other, that all the Aſſembly may diſtinctly hear) 
begins, being as before dictated to by the Officer, viz. 
So many of you as will have ——A. B. Mercer —to be one 
of the Sheriffs for the City of London, and County of Mid- 
dleſex for the Year enſuing, Hold up your Hands * 
Theſe Words being rep« a.ed by the thice atyretaid Othcers. 
When all the Names of thoſe put in Nomination have been 
ſeverally put up to the Common-Hall in manner as afore- 
ſaids the Sheriffs do conſult betwixt themſelves, and the 
Common Serjeant declares their Opinions vn whom the E- 
lection hath fall'n; and if it be clear and.apparent. they do 
declare it by their Officers to the Common-Hall 3 if any 
Doubt be, *tis put up again to the Commor-Hall betwixt 
thoſe Perſons where the Doubt lies { If ſtill there be any dif- 
fatisfaQtion, ?cis put up again and again 3 and at laſt if a Poll 
be demanded, *tis always granted, and then 6 or 6 Books are 
provided, and two Livery-men defired to overlook the 
Clerks at each Book, and to examine the Qualification of 
the Pollers, where the Mayor and Aldermen poll as Livery- 
men and no otherwiſe. When the Poll is over, the Books 
are caſt up with great exaCtneſs z And if any Candidate or 
other Perſon be unfatisfied, and demand a Scrutiny of the 
Poll, it mult be granted; and then the Lord-Mayor uſeth to 
ſend his Precept to the Maſters and Wardens of the ſeveral 
Livery Companies in theſe words, viz. 
Stamp Mayor, Jouus aie, GC. | | 

Jt is 0zdered by this Court, that eveny Clerk of the ſeveral Livery 

ompanies of this City,. do return the Names of the ſevergl Livery 
$en of their reſpective Companies Alphabeticaily, on oz befs2e Tuth- 


Day next, upon Dath to be made by the (aid Clerks- $3foze the Right 
Yonourable the Lozd yPayoz, oz this Coirt- GOODFELLOW. 


Which Lifts are delivered aft:x4Wurds to ſuch as are ap- 
pointed to examine and ſcrutin,”: the Poll- Books: Theſe 
two Circumſtances followin®, fayeuſed to unqualify one that 
hath been of the Livery of this Cicy : Firtt, if he have ſo 
faln to Decay, that he hath had back his Livery-Fine; or 
fecondly (though he nach not had back his Livery-Fine) ta. 
Caſe he be a Penftorer. Aﬀer a full Examination and Scru- 
tiny the Books ate again carefully calt up, and then the Poll 
upon Scrutiny is declared for the due Election of ther that 
have the Majority of Votes. Noris any Common-Council- 
man atlowed to poll unleſs he be cf the Livery, nor any Li- 
very-man unleſs he be a Freeman : Soexadt and folemn hath 
the EleCtion of Sheriffs for the City of London and County of 
Middleſex uſed to be,to the Peace, Honour and Satety of the 
ſaid City and County for above 200 Years. 

The Reverend Judges in the 40th and 41ſt of Eliz, upor 
mate Deliberation, did conelude, that this antiznt Viiage 

Is 


in Eictions (choagh no Record thereof cond be ſewn) 
Came at fir from common Aﬀent, and was theictore veil 
w:rantd by Law and their Ciarters, 

Ic mzy br ovierved, that when $h:1if5s were choſe by the 
Countes, none but Frecholders were to choote, as bring 
Mcn 0: Subliance in the County, in unitation whereot our 
wile Predeceſſors in this City &4:d orgain that none but fuch 
243 were of Subitance ſhould come upon the Liveries, to clect 
Sacritt;, Ec. 

Ani wiereas London is now ({well'd much beyond its 
Wards 3 to that near one halt of the Ciiizens of London dy 
live out of any of the Wards of the City, who do all con- 
1tantly pay ſcot and bear lot in their reſpective Compantes, 
and are at l.ke Charge and Service in attending the Lord 
Mayor, and on otier folemn Occations, for the \Wealth and 
H-nour of the City, -and are as liable to ſerve the Othce of 
Sheritfs; &c. as thoſe that live within the Wards, (as may 
appear by Mr, Clark, Mr. Langham, &c. laſt Year, who were 
induced to pay Fines to be dilcaarged trom holding the Ofhce 
of Shcriif, though they lived in dittant Counties) and have 
for ſome hundreds of Years confiantly repreſented 1n Com- 
mon-Hall their Fellow-Citizens, (tor theſe Purpoſes) who 
are in no wiſe repreſented by the Common-Council of 

London, who are only choſen by the Freemen within the 

Wards: The Lord Mayor and Aldermen will, no doubt (be- 

fore they undertake to undo what themtelves have fo ſo- 

lemnly acted in conjunction with the Liveries that are about 

6 or 7 thouſand) contider of the Warrantableneis as well as 
- the Julineſs thereof. 

Bclides the Judges Opinions in 49 and 41 El:z. there isa 
Calz recorded lib. H. fol. 45. in the 50th of Edward the illd, 
where Richard Lyons Alderman of Breadſtreet-\\ ard, Fohn 
Peche Alderman of Walbroock- Ward, Adam Bury Alderman 
of Langborn-Ward, were all disfranchiicd, and put out of 
their Offices tor Irregularities in the ſame, and atterwards (c- 
verely puniſhed, It is hoped the Common-Council of the 
City will look back (upon this Intimation) that in an Act 
of Common- Council, made in the Mayoralty of Su }i/:lliam 
Pritchard, theſe Words are contained, being part of a Re- 
port of the then Committee, viz. We have ſeen ſeveral En- 
rries in the Fournal of this Court 1 (inter alia) Jan.24z 164-4. 
It was diclared by the Mayor and Aldermen, that they had a 
negative Voice in Common-Council by the antient Cuſtom and 
Charters of this City: and we baving alſo ſeen the Opintons 
of divers learned Counſels heretofore given to the Court of 
Aldermen under their Hands, viz. the preſent L.C. F. Pem- 
berton, Sir William Dolbin, Serjeant Maynard, Sir Willi- 
am Jones, Sir G. Jcfferies, and Sir Fr. Winington, That 
che Lord Mayor and Aldermen have a negative Voice in 
making Laws and Orders, and admitting of Officers in Com- 
muon Council, we humbly propound (to take away all Diſputes 
inthis matter for the time to come) that the ſame may have 
the Approbation and Concurrence of thu honourable Court. 
Subſcribed William Turner, James Edwards, John Moor, 
Henry Tulce, Tho. Langham, Fr. Griftich, Nath. Hawes, 
Hen. Eoades, Peter Ailworth, Nic. Char!ton, Tho. Vernon. 

After reading of which Report here openly in this Court, 
the fame was by this Court (in the ſeveral Particulars therc- 
of) well approved cf, and agreed to and contirmed. *Tis 
Conceived this ought to. have been repealed as well as the 
other Clauſes that were therein repealed, 15 June, 16594. 

The many Inconvente:cies that the negative Voice atore- 
aid (which is contrary & Law aud Reatun) may produce, 
can* eaſily be foreſeen. ; 

It may not de amils to put the Common-Council-men in 

mind to examine wh,” the Words in the Sheriffs Oath are 
left off, viz, Ye ſhall at" ſwear that ye ſhall freely give all 
fuch Rooms and Offices of &, *cants and Teomen 4s ſhall bap- 
pr to become woid during bt: we ye (ball remain in Office of 
Shrjevalty, to ſuch apt andable Per, 911 07 Per ſons as ſhall be by 
Fen nominated to the Lord tayor ana Court of Aldermen, and 
by them admitted mithout any Atoney = ner Reward, tobe 
h.1, taken, or hoped for, in reſpett ther 09), according to the 
Aft of Common-Council made and provided in that behalf the 
29th of April, in the 26th Tear of the Reign of our Sove- 
reign Lidy Queen Elizabeth, &c. So God you help. 

It thoſe Common-Corncil-men (many being otherwiſe 
inclin-d) that have been ſo ready to imbrace Fines to diſcharge 
S\criffs, &c. this way from the Obligation of cheir Offices, 
and have openly declared that in 44 Years they have raiſed 
above 150000 /, would heartily join with others that are 
againit it, and would diligently ſearch out Concealments, 

Appropriations, Withdrawings, and Milapplications of the 
City's Revenues, they mi zic in a ſhort time find out an ho- 
Lourlle and plentiful Income to maintain the Government 
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thereof, which tl.ey are doubly cbliged to by their Oaths of 
Freen on and Common-Council- men. 

king Eaw-rd li, in the 15th Year of his Reign grantcd 
to the Mayor and Commenalty to make Ordinances (wirh 
this Provito) fo as they were not prejudicial to the Cirizens, 
nor to other his Leige People 5, trom whence this Que{iicn 
may be made ; It 4. B. Common- Council man tha!l make 
Agreement that for 4001 C. D. (already duly elected to ard 
charged with the Sinjevalty) {hall be thercof diſcherged : 
And atterwards E, F, Livery-man, living in Weftmnfter, is 
cholc into that chargeable Othce by the Vote and Po!! «t the 
laid A. B. Drnere, whether E. F. may not maintain an A&i- 
on againtt A. B. Commonr-Council-man, for his Dam2ges 
herein ſuſtained ? It was faid of Old Rowe, that her Citizens 
ſpread themielves over the whole World : It may be jaid of 
London, her Citizens ſpread themleclves over all England ; 
and no doubt but London is knit in League with the relt of 
the Realm, (ſome pcculiar Cultoms excepted) and no Laws 
there made can be valid that thwart the'r Charters, or the 
Laws of the Land : which, with what hath been already 
publiſhed, may ſerve for Aniwer to all that hath hitherto 
been alledged in Vindication of the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Common-Council in their late Proceedings in Common- 
Hall. It any one ſtil] be in any doubt, let him, tor his 
tull Satisfaction, read over the Akt of Parliament for refio- 
ring the City's Charter. It the King ſhould propofe to dil- 
charge his Appointments of Sheriffs in the Counties at a de- 
clared certain rate, he might raiſe great Sums of Money that 
way, but ?is believed it would not be grateful to the Parlia- 
ment, who may probably take Cognizance of this Afair for 
the Example's ſake. 

Fellow-Citizens 3 You were told by the Recorder, that 
the Lurd Mayor and Aldermen would take caie of your Pri- 
vileges, you will certainly think them as fafe in your own 
Hands as any where elſe ; and by your conſtant adhering to 
your tormer Choice, as by your Oath you are obliged, you 
will manifeſi to the \World you are worthy of ſo high a Truft 
repolſed in you, as the free Election of Sheriffs for the City 
of London and County of Middleſex, which is a Truit that 
no ingenuous Citizen but ſhould abhor to abuſe. The Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen (notwithſtanding all the Vindicator 
and Dialogue-maker have faid) will doubtleſs weigh the Ci- 
ty's Charters, Acts of Parliament, and other Laws and Cu- 
{toms of this City and Nation in the Balance with it, and the 
ſeveral Solemnities of Precepts, Summons, Polls, and Scru- 
tinies, &c. left By-fianders thould interpret them all mere 
Pageantries, if 7 or 6 Aldermen may afierwards make them 
all void, under colour of By-laws, made in the late Arbi- 
trary Times, which are made null and void by the Ad of 
Parliament of 2 IW:liam and ary, for rettoring to the Ci- 
tizens of London all their Rights, Liberties, Charters, &c. 
which At is to be reputed a publick A& of Parliament, 
and to be fo taken notice of by the Judges, as if relating to 
the whole Kingdom. Tho ſome Men of arrogating and ar- 
bitrary Humours have contcemptuouily termed the Common- 
Hall a 2-ob, and faid that its Infulence mult be curb'd, you, 
by your ſober and ſettled Conftancy to your Point, will the 
ſoonelt convince them of the Falſene(s of that Imputation, 
that you are neither Mob nor infolent, but refolved to d:- 
pend tor Redrefs on your Parliaments and Laws. You need 
not be put in mind wiat Endeavours ſome have uſed by 
Fealtings and Careſles of proper Iutiruments to wheedle and 
induce them, to per{wade the Citizens not to inſitt on their 
Rights at this time, the King being out of the Land. 
But thoſe Perſons ought to take notice,that the Steadinels and 
Loyalty of the Common-Hall to King William and his Go- 
vernment, has ſounded throughout this Kingdom, and is 
and will be a Terror to all thofe that are Enemies to their 
Country : now to abridg thoſe Citizens in their free ElecCti- 
ons, is the moſt effetual Way to render them unſerviceable 
to his Majeſty and Kingdom in this moſt important Aﬀair, 
and to bring in ſuch Magiltrates as are diſaffected to the pre- 
ſent Government. The Midſummer eleted Sheriffs that are 
pretended to have paid their Fines, have done ſo on condition 
che Common-Hall ſhall agree to it 3 foraſmuch as by their 
proceeding to a freſh Choice they tacitly conſent to rhe Diſ- 
charge of the two former : The Engliſh whereof is, that the 
Common-Hall do make another Election of two others, and 
ſo work their Diſcharge that way, which if they ſhould do, it 
may give colour for a Forfeiture of their Charters and Privi- 
legs, which every Citizen is ſolemnly {worn toavoid. Thus 
much has been thought convenient to be faid as to Matter of 
Fa& and Cantion thereupon, the Matter'in Law may be ex- 
pected to come to hand in a little time, 
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